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Partners

• Brownsville PUB

– 80%

• Laguna Madre WD

– 14%

• Los Fresnos, 

VMUD, BND and 

Indian Lake

– 6%



The Opposition

• Desalination plant will kill 

San Martin Lake

• ..toxic mess will 

discharge high levels of 

mercury, lead, 

chromium..

• Perched water will dry up 

in three years

• El Paso Plant is putting in 

8.7 mgd for $8 million and 

this plant is $30 for 7.5 

mgd







Laguna Madre Water District

• The truths

– Benefited the most

– Alternative supply

– 14% share of the 

plant

– 100% share of $4m 

pipeline w/ only 

14% of costs

– Increasing supply 

potential

• The myths

– Political Pressure

– Fear of annexation

– Fear of not being in 

control

– We can do our own 

thing

– We have enough 

water rights

– The engineer will 

make a lot of money



Fast Forward to Today

• Well field much 

more prolific than 

expected

• Concentrate 

discharge improve 

the quality of the 

receiving water

• Expansion 

underway 



Where is Laguna Madre Today?

• Searching for 

water rights

• Passed a bond 

issue for seawater 

in 2011

– No activity since



City of Beeville - Historical Perspective

Water woes: Beeville City Council agrees to meet with 

Water Supply District Board, engineers to ponder 

freshwater problem, solution

by Gary Kent

5 years ago

Beeville has ample fresh water supply, city leaders report

by Gary Kent

5 years ago
4B.3.1 City of Beeville

The City of Beeville contracts with City of Corpus Christi to 

purchase raw water from the CCR/LCC System. The contract 

allows the City to purchase only the water that it needs. No 

shortages are projected for the City of Beeville and no changes in 

water supply are recommended. 2006 Regional Water Plan





Project Overview Options

• Option 1 – Continue 

to use surface water 

as sole source

• Option 2 –

Groundwater from the 

Evangeline Aquifer

• Option 3 –

Groundwater from the 

Jasper Aquifer





Cost Comparison
Item Existing 

Supply

Corpus 

Christi

Outside City 

Wells

(Evangeline

)

Inside City

Wells

(Jasper)

Supply Water Cost $0.85 0.62 0.00

Project Costs for 3.0 mgd, 

Million $

$0 $10.8 $12.3

Upgrade to Plant, Million $ $10 $0 $0

Operation Costs/1000 gallons $0.70 $0.60 $0.70

Debt Service @3.9% for 20 

years/1000 gal

$0.39 $0.71 $0.81

Additional Treatment Capital 

Cost/1000 gal

0 $.22 0

TOTAL COST PER 1000 

GALLONS

$1.94 $2.15 $1.51



Comparison Matrix

Item Existing 

Supply

Corpus 

Christi

Outside City 

Wells

(Evangeline)

Inside City

Wells

(Jasper)

Supply Water Cost 3 2 1

Reliability in Drought 3 2 1

Permitting 1 2 3

Total Cost 3 2 1

Potential Sale of 

Concentrate

3 3 1

Finished Water Quality 3 2 1



Voters flush water bond

by Gary Kent

BEEVILLE — City Council members and City 

Manager Deborah Ballí are planning to start from 

scratch as they read the results of Saturday’s $15.3 

million bond election.

Voters shoot down the bond sale by a vote of 

398 to 184 Saturday, letting the city know they had 

no intention of seeing their taxes raised



What If……?



Reverse osmosis plant could get private funding

by Gary Kent

BEEVILLE – Members of the City Council’s Citizens 

Committee, appointed to study water supply alternatives, 

began to line up behind two proposed solutions to the 

dwindling lake levels at Lake Corpus Christi and Choke 

Canyon Reservoir when they met Monday evening.

By a narrow margin of eight to seven, the majority of the 

committee members apparently were beginning to 

support a proposal made by Bill Norris, one of the 

principals of NorrisLeal Engineering Water of Austin.



BDA changed its proposal 

to $.31 per thousand for 3 

million per day, asking the 

Bee County water 

conservation board to issue 

BDA a special permit to 

allow it to increase its daily 

max from about 1.3 MGD 

to 3 MGD – Tom Healy, 

Committee Member



Why Desalination Projects Fail 

to Materialize

• Prove 

unfeasible/Better 

Alternative

• Political

• Misinformation

• Communications

• Different

• “Too expensive”



Conclusions

• Get the facts

• Don’t succumb to the vocal minority

• Remember, the opposition does not have 

to tell the truth

• Good leadership

• Do what is good beyond the next election

• The easy way is hardly ever the best way

• You don’t have to be a man to have balls
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